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1 Tim. Chap. ii. ver. 1 and 2. 
I cxhort that firſt of all, Supplicatthns, 


Prayers, Interceſſuns, and giving of 


Thanks be made for all Men. 


For Kings and for all that are in Authority ; 
that we may lead a quiet and peaceabl® 
Life in all Godlincſs and Honeſty. 


— HET mM HE Diſcourſe which 1 {hall form 
upon theſe Words; ſhall conſiſt 
of theſe two Particulars. 


I. I will endeavour to convince 
you of the reaſonableneſs and 
neceſſity, of applying our Souls, to the bleſſed 
Duties of Praying, and giving of Thanks for 
all Men; more eſpecially for Kings; and for 
all in Authority; and that by preſenting you 
with forme Conſiderations of the excellent 
Fruits, and molt certain Bleſſiags which the 
gracious goodneſs of God, has promiſed ſhall 
Þ Ever 
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ever attend thoſe holy Performances, Prayers, 
and Tankſgivings, 


II. I will offer a few Words by way of Ap- 
plication, which ſhall be ſuitable to our pre- 
ſen t Circumſtances, | - 


1. Then, the reaſonableneſs and neceſſity 
of our applying our Souls to the bleſſed Du- 
ties of Praying, and giving of Thanks, for 
Kings, and all in Authority, muſt be acknow- 
ledged, if we conſider, the infinite Bleſſings, 
and Advantages, which all States may pro- 
miſe themſeves, in thoſe holy performances, 
Prayers and Supplications. 

To illuſtrate this Truth, let us conſider, 
1ſt. That all the Promiſes of God's Bleſſings, 
and Aſſiſtances for the preſervation and ſup- 
port of the general Felicities, and publick Hap- 
pineſs of all Kingdoms, are grounded upon the 
Prayers, and conſtant Interceſſions of all Na- 
tions to God, whether it be the ohtainment of 
his Protection, or the influential Powers of his 
Spirit, and Omnipotence, which they ſtand in 
need of for their Proſperity. _ | 

This we have explained to us, both in the 
Goſpels of St. Matthew, and St. Marx. 

In the firſt of which, we hear not only the 
Holy Spirit of God proclaiming, Every one that 
asketh, receiveth; and he that ſeeketh, findeth ; and 
to him that knocketh, it ſhall be opened: But like- 
wiſe our Bleſſed Lord, by the Power of his 
Divine Reaſoning, laying forth this Truth be- 


fore. 


K 
fore all Men in theſe words; What Man 15 
there of jou, who if his Son ask Bread, will he give 
him a Serpent; or if be ask a Fiſh, will he give 
him a Stone: If ye then being evil, know how to 
give good gifts to your Children; how much more 
{ball your Father mhich is in Heaven, give good 
things to them that ask him ? The ſenſe of which 
words mult be this: As the tenderneſs of our 
natural Fathers is the foundation of all the good 
Gifts, Which are to be depended on by their 
Children: So the Loving Kindneſs and Truth 
of God, is the only Fountain, from whence 
all the Bleſſings, and Glories, which any Peo- 
ple are capable to receive, are ſolely to be de- 
rived. Again; as Nature teacheth the Father 
in the compaſſions of his Love, and dictates of 
his Bowels, even when his Heart is corrupted 
by Sin, to give good gifts to his Children, ſo 
the inexhauſtible Ocean of God's divine Good- 
neſs, the unfathomable meaſures of his in- 
finite Wiſdom, fetch out of the Boſom of our 
Father which is in Heaven, thoſe gracious 
evidences of his divine tenderneſs to all his 
Creatures, which may aſſure us, that as our 
natural Father will be ready to give good gifts 
to his Children, ſo we muſt acknowledge, and 
may be confident, that our Heavenly Fa- 
ther, will be ſure to give the beſt and moſt 
needful gifts to all that ask him. Our Lord 


in his gracious Sermob upon the Mount, 


urges upon his Hearers, this abſurdity, if it is 
not to be belizved, . that any Father, who 
is evil in himſelf, ſhould make ſuch barba- 
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rous aaſwers to the cries of his famiſhing Child, 
as to give him a Stone when he craves for 
Bread, how can ye imagin that onr mercifu] 
Father which is in Heaven, can either be ig. 
norant what is proper for our Wants, or {6 
unrighteous, as to deny to relieve the humble 
Supplicants bowed down before him in Prayer, 
with the moſt uſeful of his gifts, out of the a- 
bundance of his Riches ? [EY 
And this, is farther, confirmed to us, in the 
words of St. Mark, where our gracious Re- 
deemer Seals this aſſurance given in theſe words 
of Gods holy Spirit: Al things whatſoever ye ſhall 


ask in Prayer, believing, ye (ball receive. Which 


bleſſed words, the Apoſtle St. James, more di- 


ſtinctly explains, ſaying, Let him ask in Faith, 


gol hing doubting: So that we have in theſe 
Places, as convincing demonſtrations, both of 
the acceptableneſs of our Prayers to God, and 
of Gods merciful condeſcention to hearken, to 
all our Supplications, which are offered up in 
Faith in his own Promiſes, as the Holy Ghoſt, 
in the riches of his Wiſdom, could have given 
us: *Tis that Heavenly Comforter, which ani- 
mates us in our Supplications, aſſuring us, if 
we draw nigh to God, he will draw near to 
us, it we cry; our Heavenly Father, has promi- 
ied to come down to us with his Conſolations. 

This is a Truth which is not only to be depen- 
ded on, under our Perſonal Neceſſities, but 
ſucha Truth as we ſhall ever find made good 
to us, im all our publick Calamitics. 


90 


As) 


80 that, we find Prayers, and Interceſſions,to 
be that Cœleſtial Conduit, which both carries 
up our Supplications, into the preſence of the 
Almighty, and brings down the revivin 
Showers of God's love, for the refreſhment — 
His fainting People, upon Earth. 

Whilſt we continue praying in Spirit, our 
Underſtandings muſt be enlighten'd, and all our 
Hearts eſtabliſhed by the never - failing Conſo- 
lations of God's protection. 

Whilſt God upon our Supplications keeps the 
City, the wakings of the Watchmen, ſhall not 
be in vain. We ſee then, that this preſſing Ex- 
hortation ofour A poſtle, that, fir/f of all Prayers and 
Spplications be made for all Men, for Rings, and for 
all that are in Authority; is grounded upon the In- 
ſpiration of God's Spirit, which had taught him, 
that all the Bleſſings, which his Creatures. are 
capable to receive, by the Bounty of our Crea- 
tor, are re to be given, and conſequent- 
ly are only to be hoped for, upon our Supplica- 
tions. And this ſurely muſt convince us, both 
of che reaſonableneſs, and of tlie importance of 
our religious Applications, to this holy Duty. 

God ſays, 45k and ye ſhall have. Shall we re- 
ſolve ro have Mercies, without asking them of 
God? Again, Seek, and ye (ball find; find a 
place in God's Protection: Shall Men lay claim 
to God's Protection, without ſeeking his Pre- 
ſervation? Can we, I beſeech you, in reaſon 
believe, even our merciful Benefactor, to be 
lo laviſh of his Bounties, as to heap Bleſſings 
an ſuch a People, as will not Pray for them 5 

| | 2aly. 


on of all the Princes of the Earth, in reſpeR of 
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| 2dly, Let us conſider the State and Conditi 


their Dependence updn God, and of God's Sove- 
reignty over them, and their People ; and this 
will convinceus,of the reaſonableneſs, of our con- 
tinuing our daily Supplications to God, for them. 
Now God, by the Tongue of the wiſeſt Prince 
that ever yet liv'd, tells us, The Kzng*s Heart is in 
the Hand of the Lord, as the Rivers of Waters; oh- 
ſerve, 4s the Rivers of Waters, to which he ſets 
their Bounds; and which ſtop at his Voice, H. 
therto ſhall ye come, and no farther, which is very 
lively expreſt by theſe following Words, He turn. 
eth it whitherſoever he will. And upon this, and 
ſuch like Paſſages of holy Writ, is grounded that 
Prayer of our Church, in the moſt ſolemn part 
of our Divine Service, the Holy Communion, 
* Almighty and everlaſting God, we are 
e taught by thy holy Word, that the Hearts 
of Kings, are in thy Rule and Governance, 
an d that thou doft diſpoſe, and turn them as 
itſeemeth beſt to thy godly Wiſdom. 
What ſtrong Engagements then, muſt we 
have, if we wou'd tee the Heart of our King, 
ſo diſpoſed, by God's Governance, that he may 
Govern us in godlineſs; to be every Day, bow- 
ing our Knees, to the King of Kings, and Lord 
of Lords, that he wou'd grant him, according 
to the Riches of his Glory, to be ſtrengthened 
with Might, by his Spirit, in the Inner Man. 
The Reaſons which oblige Mankind to be 
inceſſant in their holy Importunity to God, for 
Kings, and for all in Authority, are infinite ; 
3 | and 


COT 


and ſuch, as are to be ſeen, in every View we 
take of their Engagements, of their preſent 
Condition, and of the Circumſtances of their 
Subjects. 

1. Then, we ſee the neceſſity, and reaſon- 
zhleneſs of our Supplications for them, in the 
extenſiveneſs and difficulties of their Province, 
which is to do Juſtice, -and to Govern with a 
ſpirit of Clemency, and Impartiality, multi- 
tudes of People, diſtant in Places, and many 
times irreconcilably divided within them- 
ſelves; which is a Work, ſo far out of the com- 
paſs of the moſt comprehenſive Genius, and 
Underſtanding, even of the moſt gifted of 
Kings; that they all ſtand neceſſarily obliged, 
in many of the tendereſt Caſes, to ſee with 
other Mens Eyes, and to hear with other Mens 
Ears, and conlequently, to be expoſed to as 
many Miſtakes, to as many AQs of Injuſtice, 
and to as deteſtable a Partiality, as the Eyes of 
thoſe Miniſters which they 1 by, are fill'd 
with Evil and Maliciouſneſs; or the Ears of 
thoſe Counſellors, they hearken to, are de- 
baucht thro? Prejudice and Unrighteouſneſs: a 
perſonal Knowledge of Things, and Men, is 
impoſſible in their Caſe, and how much muſt e- 
very Prince deſerve rather, our Prayers, than 
our Wrath, deſerve our Pity, and Supplicati- 
ons to God for his Direction, when it muſt be 
confeſt, that the wiſeſt amongſt them, may 
in their Circumſtances, be eaſily ſo miſlead, by 
the crafty Inſinuations of deſigning Parties, 
who wou'd monopolize their Favours, as ſome- 


times 


„ 
times to countenance the worſt of their Ene 3 
mies, with their Royal Graces ; and Perſecute vpe 
the Loyalty of the moſt ſteady Friends of theit 5 
Government, with their Diſpleaſure: Such Er. | 


rors in the Actions of Princes, muſt neceſſarih 
occaſion great Ne and Convulſions, in 
the Hearts of Subjects: Where ſuch Envyings 
and Strifes, ſuch cunning Applications, and 
ſuch guileful Enterpriſes are on foot, there muſt 
neceſſarily ariſe Contentions, and every evil 
Work, to the Vexation and Hazard of ſuch 
Governments. Now, it is only thatdiſcerning 
Spirit, which comes from God, that can give 
the Kings of the Earth Light enough, to di- 
ſtioguiſh the Artifices of Hypocrites, or to dif- 
cover the Integrity of the Loyal: It is only, II R 
ſay, the Spirit of God, which can enable the 
Kings of the Earth, to extricate themſelves, 
from ſuch plauſible Craftineſs, ſuch refind L 
Treacheries, enable them, to ſepatate, the In- a 
treagues of the Ambitious, the drivings of Ven- Ml © 
geance, and the affected Appearances of Men, MW . 
working out their perſonal Intereſts, at the M 1 
ruin of the Publick, from the plain and unde- M 5 
ſigning Innocence of the peaceable: whoſe on- M t 
ly Ambition is, the Service of God, the Honour i © 

c 

l 


of Princes, and Felicity of their Countrymen; 
Alas! when they ſhall be attatcht to ſuch Sub- 
tilties, or once ſurrounded by ſuch miſchievous 
Sets of Counſellors; Kings, who are to be the 
Miniiters of God, for Good, become the Sup; | 
porters of Iniquity, that Imperial Authority,  t 
which isplac'd over the Kingdoms of Men, K 
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be a Terror to the Evil, is made the Oppreſſor 
of good Works, a Revenger, executing Wrath 
upon many, who may deſire to live in Quiet- 
neſs and Honeſty. 

Such fad Grievances as theſe, have been felt, in 
thoſe Kingdoms, which are the beſt diſciplin'd, 
and moſt united within themſelves; but, oh! 
how mult the fatal Calamity ſpread, in thoſe 


Nations, which are rent by Diviſions, harraft 


by Factions, and broken into Parties; where 
the Head ſhall be counſelled againſt its Mem- 
bers, and its Members workt up into rancour 
and implacableneſs againſt their Head; where 
the Prince, ſhall be deſpoil'd of the Hearts, and 
Services, of the beſt, and it may be of the moſt 
of his People ; and both Prince and People, thro? 
Reflections, upon their own Variance and E- 
mulations, be brought to Deſpair, of an uni- 
ted Aſſiſta nce upon the greateſt Occaſion, in 
Defence of the common Body: When Men 
are ſo degenerated from all the Principles of 
Chriſtianity, and of the publick Good, as to 
ſet up for Patrons of Reſiſtance, Deſpiſers of 
Dignities, and Lovers of themſelves; when 
Sclt-preſervation, and perſonal Grandeur, over- 
turn the Meaſures of Subjection, and rival the 
Supremacy of Princes, How far from Deſolati- 
on, muſt every ſuch Kingdom be? How feeble 
is the Strength of ſuch a Prince? How trem- 
bling 1s the Dependence of ſuch a People ? 

O then! Mutt not fo direfully fore-boding 
Proſpects, turn all Mens Eyes, upon God? Melt 
the Hearts of all thoſe, who deſire to ſee their 
C Kings, 


(16) 
Kings, in Glory, and to live a quiet and peace. ha' 
able Life, in all Godlineſs and Honeſty under I Cc 
them; melt all Hearts, I ſay, into Humiliati- th. 
ons, and Interceſſions, into moſt fervent, and I nl 
earneſt Supplications, to the only wiſe God, 40 
who holds the Hearts of Princes, in his Hand, W W* 
and all the Nations of the Earth, in the pam tu. 
of his Hand: That he wou'd ſend. the Spirit ol 
of the Lord, to reſt upon their Majeſties, and ſd 
their Perſons : The Spirit of Wiſdom, and Un- I 5 
derſtanding ; the Spirit of Counſel, and Might; W © 
the Spirit of Knowledge, and of the Fear of the C0 
Lord, And ſhall not we be earneſt at the hea- 1 © 
venly Throne, that God, wou'd make our ** 
Prince, of a quick Underſtanding, in the Fear WW 4 
of the Lord, that he Judge not wholy, by the “. 
fight of other Mens Eyes; neither Reprove al of 
together after the hearings of other Mens Ears, 1 le 
who poſſibly at ſome time or other, may be ſet ch 
to do Wickedly, to uſurp the Rewards of the H 
Crown, and to keep under the faithfulleſt of C 
their Fellow-Subjects. _ ar 
; 3aly, The neceſſity for all Chriſtian Nations, 1 8 
4 to be ſtill waiting upon God, with Suppli- 1 * 
4 cations, and Interceſſions for Kings, and all in 1 0 
{ Authority: Will be ſeen, if we conſider, the th 
i wretched Pravity in the Hearts of all Men, the WW 
natural vanity of the Inclinations of Mankind, 1 n 
; and the beguiling Temptations, which more | G 
4 particularly beſet the Thrones of Princes. R 
| God knows, Sin diſdains not to take up an I ® 
Habitation in the loweſt Cottage; but yet, it 0 
is naturally aſpiring, and impatient, till it _ 0 
jave 
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have workt itſelf into the good Graces. of a. 
Court, and command the Favour of Princes; 
that outward Affluence, Splendor, and Mag- 
nificence, which brightens their Royal Hearts, 
and tranſports their Paſſions, does diſpoſe their 
warmer Genius's, for the diverſions of Volup- 
tuouſneſs; and throw them, upon the Snares 
of the prevailing Pleaſures in every Age: Be- 
fides, the Authority, and Example of Princes, 
is ſure to be captivating, where it excels in Vir- 
tue, it gains Souls to Righteouſneſs ; where it 
countenances the V ices of the World, it carries 
crouds with it, to Perdition : The Beauties o 
Faith and Holineſs, of Virtue and Simplicity, 
are eaſily darkened, by the ſhadowings of the 
Vicious: The Paintings, and Garniſhments 
of the Unclean, will not only cover over its 
natural Deformities, but, as it were, caſt a 
charming Pleaſantneſs upon Uncleaneſs itſelf, 
Hence it is, that we find, that they are the 
Courts of Princes, which all Deceivers haunt ; 
and the vicious Attempt, to Enchant by the 
gaieties of their Ambition: thither Hereticks 
and Schiſmaticks, and chither even the Haters 
of Monarchy flock, to work their Intereſt in 
the Affections of Monarchs: There the Deiſt, 
who in Reverence to the Almighty Father, re- 
nounceth the Revelation of the eternal Son of 
God, claims as the merit of his Devotions, the 
Rewards and good Countenange of God's A- 
nointed: There Freethinkers, who have thought 
God, out of their own Hearts; in lowly preta- 
ces of Moderation, religioully beg leave of the 
C 2 Impe- 
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Imperial Powers, to drive God out of the 


Thoughts of all others of their Subjects: They 
crave no more, but that the Nurſing-Fathers 


of God's Church, will graciouſly appear, the 


Patrons of its Deſtroyers. Well then, when ſo 
dangerous, ſo preſſing are the Sollicitations of 
Vices and Errors, which will attack the Paſh- 
ons, and lay their Traps to catch the Hearts of 
Princes: Since Nature in them, as in all other 
Men,' is frail and yeilding, and the Temptati- 
ons which beſet them, are more powerful and 
bewitching, than what their Subjects can be 
attempted by : Muſt not all good Subjects, 


ſtand obliged, both for their own Sakes, and 


out of love of the Honour of God, and good of 
the Publick; to be inceſſantly ſupplicating 
God, for his Guidance, and Governance, over 
the ſacred Perſons of Kings? To be every Day 
beſecching God, fo to turn, ſo to diſpoſe, and 
govern their Hearts, that in all their Thoughts, 
Words, and Works, they may indeed ſeek 
God's Honour and Glory, and ſtudy to pre- 
ſerve their People in Peace and Godlineſs. 

If we conſider the ſad plurality of wicked 
Princes among the Kings of 1/rael, and Judah, 
in what Judgments they involved their Peo- 
ple, and to what diſmal Captivity they at laſt 
betrayed them; we ſhall want no Perſwaſives 
to engage us in Supplications for the preſent 
Governors of the World. | | 

Again, when we remember, the direful hor- 
rors of that Curſe, of God's Spirit, Set thou an 
ungodly mau to rule over hin: : Which all —_ 

1tors 
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(13) 
ſitors take to have been utter'd againſt Judas, 
the perfidious betrayer of our Lord, and which 
ſpeaks Apoſtates, and deſerters of the Truth, 
and Doctrines of our Redeemer, fit only, to 
live under the chaſtiſements of Tyrants: Muſt 
not our reflections upon ſuch a Curſe, oblige 
us of this Kingdom, to acknowledge our own 
bleſſedneſs, whom, notwithſtanding ſuch pro- 
vocations by ſwarms of Apoſtates amongſt us 
ſrom the faith of the Eternity, and Divinity of. 
the Son of God, which is an Apoſtacy, a betray- 
ing of his Heavenly Truth and Perſon: Whom 
I fay, a gracious Providence has plac'd under 
a King, profeſſing Godlineſs, under a gracious 
Prince, who hath ſworn upon the holy Go- 
ſpels, and before the Altar of God, to main- 
tain all the Truths of the Chriſtian Religion 
as they are taught by our Church Eſtabliſh'd, 
in Holineſs, and Faith. Muſt not Thankſ- 
givings to God, become a People ſo engag'd 
by the Mercies of the Almighty? 
2aly, We ſhall ſee the reaſonableneſs of our 
oftering up Prayers,and Supplications for Kings, 
whilſt we obſerve,that the returns of our Pray- 
ers, will-not only be felt,in the glory, and hap- 
pineſs of their Perſons, in the peace and plente- 
ouſneſs within our Habitations ; but alſo in the 
bleſſed effects of Purity, and - Righteouſneſs, 
which our Prayers for them ſhall raiſe, and e- 
ſtabliſh in our own Hearrs. Certainly, a juſt 


poſſeſſion in our Minds, of the Excellencies and 


Beauties of thoſe Chriſtian Vertues, which we 
beſcech God, to adorn their Royal Souls with, 
| muſt 
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(9p) 
muſt needs work a Reformation. in our own. 
Hearts: For inſtance; Can Juſtice, Clemency, 
Benignity, a fix d and impartial diſtribution of 
Kind neſs amongſt all their People, an incor. 


ruptible devotion for all the prinoiples of Truth 


and Purity raviſh our Hearts with joy, when 
we behold them, the practice of Princes, and 
ſtill be thought by ourſelves, unworthy of the 
enjoyment of our own Perſons ? Can we ſee, the 
ruine, and miſeries of Sin, in Kings and King- 
doms, and promiſe ourſelves Profperity, under 
it, in our own- Families? When in the arden« 
cy of our Supplications, we entreat our God to 
enrich their Noble Minds, with all the trea- 
ſures of his Heavenly Gifts,. as an earneſt of 
his merciful Compaſhon for us their Subjects; 
ſhall we continue Worldly, or live in a con- 


tempt of the richeſt. graces of God's Spirit? 


No, ſurely, that holy fervency, which warms 
our Souls, into importunate Interceſſions, for 
the communication of alt holy Virtues to them, 
muſt turn our Thoughts, and Inclinations, 
muſt needs raiſe our Hearts to the moſt pious 
deteſtation of all the ways of Unrighteouſneſs: 
So that, by the ſame Works of Devotion, which 
are Prayers and Supplications, we eſtabliſh 
Kings under the Care, and Love of God ; and 
embeliiſh our own Perſons, with the adorn- 
ments of Faith and Godlineſs; which muſt 
recommend us both in our publick and private 
ſtations, to the protection of God's Omnipo- 
tence. 
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Is not this the chief Intention? Ts not this 
the very end of the Apoſtle's Exhortation, thar 
Prayers may be made for Kings, that we their 
Subjects may lead à quiet and peaceable Life in all 
Godlineſs and Honeſty ? & 

Spare me but a fe words more for an Ap- 
plication and I have done. © : | 

1ſt. Then, if the Spirit of God, both teaches, 
and obliges us, to pray for Kings, can we att 
according to the dictates of God's Spirit, when 
we Curſe Kings, tho? it be but in our Hearts: 
His Inſolence muſt be flagrant indeed I con- 
feſs, who ſhall do ſuch Wickedneſs openly, be- 
cauſe he muſt fear that his Curſe may light 
upon his own Perſon, and ſuch a Proſpect may 
{top ſome Men's Tongues, whoſe Hearts may 
be fir d with Imprecations againſt their Prince. 
Now, what prevaricating muſt this be with 
God, to appear proſtrate before him in Prayer, 
for his Bleſſing, upon our Prince, when our 
own Hearts are meditating his Deſtruction : 
To entreat the King of Kings that his 
Reign may be proſperous and peaceful, 
when the Supplicant is complotting his Con- 
fuſion? The Prayers of the Hypocrite, ſays the 
Spirit of God, are az abomination to the Lord: 
How blaſphemous then, and 'abominable in- 
deed, muſt ſuch Interceſſions be found at the 
Throne of Grace, where the Interceſſor him- 
{elf is reſolv*d to defeat the Operations of God's 
Grace, and in his Supplications tan only be 
judg*d to ſet himſelf againſt God, to put it to 
an Experiment, whether his own malevolence 
Hall 


16 ) 
ſhall not be too hard, for all the Powers even 
of that divine Benignity and Aſſiſtance which 
he has beſought of God in Prayer : Such ſurely 
muſt be matchleſs Provocations. O then! let 
us be ſincere in our Supplications for our King, {or 
and heartily beſeech God, to make every one of WI 
us, in our Perſons, the Inſtruments, and Pro. pa 
moters of that Peace in his Government, which or 
we ourſelves have pray'd for. ? 
24h. If we are to offer up Prayers, and Sup. In 

- plications for the Guidance of their Perſons, and I th 
for the Eſtabliſhment oi their Hearts, in the T 
Service of God, it cannot be conſiſtant with our on 

1 Duty, either to God, or Man, to foment Divi- * 
B . ions in their Kingdoms, to animate Riots, or M Y 
bear our parts in feditious Tumults, and Inſur- I ſe 
I rections againſt the Peace of the Publick. No, ar 
we have not thus learnt Chriſt ; this comes ne 
up, neither to the Spirit of Chriſtianity, nor. 1 © 
to the Faith, and Practice of a Church of Eng- of 
land Man: Our Leſſon is, to ſtudy to be Quiet, 1 © 


9 and to be doing our own Buſineſs; not to con-! 
4 troul the Adminiſtrations of Princes, or give 1 * 
I . Commandment to our Superiours: We that 1 2 


move in theſe lower Orbs of the Earth, ought ſc 


in ſubmiſſion to our Creator, by whom Kings 1 © 

Reign, to leave thoſe heavenly Bodies, which h 

are above us, to the governance of his Divine 
| Wiſdom. | | © 
; This is Church of Egland Loyalty. : : 
1 It has never yet been obſerv'd, to be the 1 
| Pleaſure of any true Son of our Church, to in- J 
1 ſult the Aſhes of the Dead, or to give Diſtur- ' 
i barice I f 
| 
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hante to the Glory of our living Princes i This 
has no more been the delight of any Church- 
man, than it has been found, to be the Joy of 
ſome other ſets. of Men amongft us, who are 
willing to impeach our Loyalty ; to bear with 


patience the Praiſes of Princes, whether dead 


or living. 3 | 

34h. If we are to offer up Supplications, and 
Interceffions for Kings, and all in Authority; 
then mig we ought neither to ſharpen our 
Tongues for Satyrs, or our Pens for Libels ups 
on their Perſons and Governments. 

God knows, ſuch Entertainments are receiv'd 
with mighty Applauſes;by too many, of this pre- 
ſent Generation ; but then, this ſpeaks the Evils; 
and Degeneracy, of the Times, which every ho- 
neſt Man profeſſes to lament : But can we hope 
ever to fee the Times better, whilſt theſe ſeeds 
of Diſtraction, are ſcatter'd in all Places, are 
caſt before all People, to make Men worſe then 
yet they are thought to be, by working up ſuch 
a Maligaity in their Breaſts, whoſe predomi- 
nant Poyſon, may entoxicate all Heads, an 
Y in the end, overthrow our own Felicity; I 
mean, the Safery and Honour of our King, and 
his Government, by our own Madaels. 

It is neither the ſtrength of Crowns, nor the 
depths of Wiſdom; in the beſt accompliſhr Coun- 
cellors, which can poſſibly bear the violence, of 
the raging Extravagance, of ſuch tempeſtuous 
Machinations. When once the Fire is light, it 
will ſcarce ever be put our; till it has conſum'd 
the good Name, the Honour, and ny: 
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that is the Life and Services, of the moſt vital 
Guardians of the common Safet TOO 


Thus fell our Royal Martyr, by the ragings | 


of falſe Tongues, and by the villanous Miſre- 
preſentations, of lying Pens: The Enemies of 
our Church, and State, delineated his ſacred 
Portraiture, in the horrors of Popery, and all 
the Cruelties of a Tyrant; and this cauſed ſome, 
even of the more innocent of his Subjects, to 
be zealous to thruſt forth their Hands, towards, 
what they conceived to be, pulling Satan, 
from his ſtrong Holde. 

So eaſy is it, for an envenom'd Pen, to im. 
poſe upon the Ignorance of the Mobilee: 80 
weak is the Judgment, and Conſcience too of 
vulgar Minds, as to be ſeduced ſo far, by the 
Umbrages of a Deliverance, from what the 
don't like, as to Sacrifice thoſe very Lives, wit 
which their own Proſperity is certain to expire, 
in a pretended Defence of them. To me it 
ſeems a ſtrange Wonder, that any good Man, 


can ſo much as ſmile at ſuch miſchievous 


Undertakings, who conſiders, the Miſeries they 
are fraught with, and the Iniquity they are 
ſounded upon, which are meer Lies, forg'd 
to bring to paſs, the Conſultations of thoſe, 
who lye in wait to Deſtroy : Whatever Face 
they ſeem to bear, of good to the Publick, they 
are ſent abroad upon revengeful Views, and 


for the Service of the Decierful : And what can 


be the End and Fruits of ſuch flagatious Strata- 
gems? Suppoſe God ſhould permit them to 
take place, ſuffer them to effect the dreadful 

Work 
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(19) 
Work they are intended to effeR, after all, 

when Men ſhall have laid the State in Blood, 
and thro? their Miſtakes brought our holy Re- 
ligion to an irrecoverahle Deſolation. Shall 
fuch poor Shifts, ſuch faithleſs Pretences as 
theſe, Which will be all they can have to 
plead, our Intentions were good, we really 
meant well in our Conſciences, be hop'd to be 
found any Atonement for them in the preſence 
of that Almighty Goodneſs, who has reveal'd 
himſelf to be the God of Order, and not of 
Confuſions. When we ſend up our Prayers to 
God, let us not forget to put in this Supplica- 
tion: © Defend, O God, our King, and this 
thy People, from the virulence of all Libels, 
* which are meer Witchcraft, and the Snares 
© of the Devil. | watt 


To conclude all, as we are exhorted by the 
Apoſtle to pray for Kings, ſo are we likewiſe 
provoked, by the holy Spirit of God, to give 
Thanks for them. And muſt we not ſee our 
Obligations, to render our Thanks to God, in 
this Reflection; that our gracious God, no foon- 
er ſtruck us into the deepeſt Griefs and Sor- 
rows, by taking from us the moſt accompliſh'd 
of Princes ; a Queen, whoſe Royal Heart He had 
adorn'd with all thoſe noble Qualities, which 


could grace a Crown, and make any People glo- 


rious. A Princeſs, who was, without queſtion, 
the tendereſt Lover of Her People, the moſt un. 
alterable Friend to our Religion eſtabliſh'd, and 
the moſt ſtedfaſt Defender of the Reformation. O 
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then! myſt it not be enough to force Tears;even 
out of Eyes of Stone, to remember how Her ex- 
Cellent Goodneſs, like the merciful David, was 
rewarded Evil for Good, and Hatred for Her 
Good Will. I ſay, that which commands our 
Thankſgivings at this Time, is this confidera- 
tion, That God no ſooner bereay'd us of this 
Bleſſing, but that he might not leave us as 
Men without hope, he 8 renew'd to 
us, the Aſſurance of his Protection, in bring- 
ing unto us in peace and ſafety, His preſent 
Majeſty. Shall we not praiſe God for His peace- 
ful Arrival, and Poſſeſſion; for that Almighty 
Conduct from on high, which preſerv'd His 
recious Head from perils by Water, and 
from all Enemies upon the Land, I ſay, Ene. 
mies upon the Land, becauſe no Proteſtant 
Prince, muſt ever hope to Rule over us, with- 
out Enemies, whilſt there is Enmity in a Jeſvit, 
or a Spirit for Plottings, in Popery : But then, 
don't let us add Numbers to their Forces, and 
ſo make them think their Intereſt with us, 
more frightful than it is, by our own malicious 
Fictions ; by our unjuſt imputations of Popery, 
to thoſe faithful Lovers of our Church and Na- 
tion, whoſe Hearts God knows to be moſt re- 
ſolv'd againſt all its Corruptions. We are by 
His Majeſty's joytul Acceſſion to the Throne, 
fecur'd according to our own Hearts deſire, 
from the Tyranny and fears of Popery ; , and 
ſurely thoſe amongſt us, who have heard of its 
labouring our utter Extirpation, not many 
Years ago, will confeſs ſuch an Acceſſion to be 
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Can you wha lived, under its Imperiouſneſs, 
forget its, Threatnings ? Or _ have..you, who 
ave been Born {ince, never. heen told of the 
ideous Frights, and fad Deſpairings, which 
chen oppreſt the Souls of your Fathers, and 
won't you then acknowledge it a Mercy to ſeg 
that chief Enemy of our Happinels,. under the 
glorious Empire of our King, put out of all 
hopes of Diſturbing us. As to the Perſonal 
Endowments, and Royal Qualities, with which 
we may believe His Majeſty to be adorn'd, for 
the glory of his Kingdoms, the misfortune, 
of our being as yet Strangers, to His ſacred 
Perſon, makes me uncapable, to ſet them be- 
fore you, in their true Excellencies, and Per- 
fections: Our want of Experience and Acquaint- 
ance, makes us want Matter for Enlargement ; 
but let us not miſdoubt, his abounding with 
thoſe Royal Virtues, Juſtice, Clemency, Ten- 
derneſs, and an univerſal Affection for all his 


People, which are the brighteſt and moſt ami- 


able Ornaments in the Perſons of the beſt of 
Princes; becauſe we have been told, that the 
People, which we have depriv'd of His Pre- 
ſence, and Reſidence amongſt them, expreſt 
their loſs of theſe Perfections in Him, in 
flouds of Tears, at His departure from them: 
Muſt not the remembrance of thoſe Tears, o- 
pen ſprings of Joy in our Hearts, to whom He 
is come? To whom He is come; and may his 
excellent Perſon, and Royal Progeny, long con- 
tinue over us, in all Happineſs, and Glory, in 
an entire enjoyment of all our Hearts, and _— 
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the Hearts of our Poſterity; may this Illuſtrious 
Family continue Defenders of the true Faith 
of Jeſus, and be Terrours to Popery ; under 
the Guidance of our good God, and the Pro- 
tection of their Imperial Power; may our pre- 
ſent excellent Conſtitution in Church and State, 
be preſerv'd and propagated to the end of Time. 


Now to the King of Kings and Lord of Lords 
the only Potentate, who is bleſſed ; be all Hp. 
nour and Glory, all Praiſes and Thankſgi- 
ving, for ever and ever, 
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